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N3C BRIEFING € June 1956

1.

II.

Despite some critielsm of Diem as "suthoritarian®, Government

of South Vietnam continues to make steady iI unspectacular progress

in broadening ifs basme, and attacking premsing economic problems.
A, Both the finm] withdrawal of the French Expeditionary Corps
and the officisl defermest of the nationwide "unification™
| election (scheduled for July '56 under Geneva agreement) have
sontributed to South Vieinam's rising self-confidence.

B. Adoption of a constitution is expected before the end of June:
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governnent has studied US aud Philippine models, Document will |

guarantee individual righta snd provide separation of pavers,

but-~for present--effective control will remsin with Pf#ﬂiﬁﬂﬁﬁf,

#ince Dien femrs "full democracy” while Viet Minh subversive
threat remaing,
Preoccupation heretofore with security matters has permitied lew
Bouth Yietnamesc attacks on serious economic agnd social problems

confronting nation., Now, however, Diem is taking corrective steps.

A, Llong-planned agrarisn reforus starting.
B. Integration of 600,000 refugees from North beginning to move

smeothly, ,
C. Steps being taken to attract foreige eapital, br & country's
production base, DOCUMIMTNG. __ e
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